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re\ Contact: This issuance is based on information from the 1986-87 school year public education
John P. Sietsema agency universe survey of the Common Core of Data (CCD) series conducted annually
(202) 357-6335 by the U.S. Department of Education's Center for Education Statistics. The tables sum-i

marize statistical information fcr each education agency as supplied to the Center by State
education agency officials. Among the highlights:

About 92 percent of all public education agencies reporting to CES are regular elemen-

LI) tary and/or secondary school districts, as opposed to special purpose education agen-
cies.

The median size of an education agency (number of students served) by State ranges
from a low of 28 students in Nebraska to a high of 11,896 in Maryland (excluding
one-agency States).

The largest 173 regular school districts (representing 1.1 percent of the total) served
10,821,351 students (27.9 percent of the national total number of students), while the
4,071 smallest school districts (25.9 percent of the total) served 521,546 (1.4 percent
of all students).

Methodology

Data for this report were provided by State education agencies from their administra-
tive records. The Center for Education Statistics and the State education ai:c ncies work
cooperatively to assure comparability between data elements requested and reported. Ac-
cording to preference, each State's CCD Coordinator was sent a CES computer printout
or tiara tape. In turn, the CCD Coordinator updated the CES data with current informa-
tion when it was available.

The source of data for this report is the Public Education Agency Universe Survey of

Series:

the Common Core of Data series. Responses to this survey were due from State educa-
Data don agencies to CES on August 15,1987. The data used here represent information which
DR-CCD-86/87-2.1 had been incorporated into the file as of October 15, 1987.

A data woe of the 1986-87 Education Agency Universe will be available shortly.
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Related Infortton
Other imports from the Common Core of Data recently released by the Center for Education Statistics include: the

Directory of Public Elementary and Secondary Education Agencies, Fall 1987 (listing all education agencies in the 50
States, the District of Columbia, and outlying areas, with addresses and basic organizational information); and Public
School Enrollment and Staff, 1986-87 (which contains statistics pertaining to the distribution of teachers and students
in the Nation's public schools).

Response Rates
Although education officials in all States responded positively to the Center's request for data, tech-iical problems

encountered in the processing of the Massachusetts data could not be resolved prior to the publication of this report.
Hence, no information on grade span or student counts in Massachusetts is reported in the tables. Also, data supplied
by education officials in the outlying areas are included in the tables, but are not added into the United States totals.

Definitions and Abbreviations
PKprekindergarten

Kkindergarten

Regular school districts -- agencies responsible for providing free public elementary and/or secondazy education for
school-age children residing within their jurisdiction. These agencies sometimes include special and vocational educa-
tion in a comprehensive educational setting. In other cases, these education agencr 3 contract with other agencies to
provide services rather than operating schools themselves. In these cases, no student membership is attributed to the
agency.

Supervisory union administrative centersagencies which provide administrative services fora grolp of small school
districts. Student membership is not generally attributed to these agencies.

Regional educational service agencies (RESA)--agencies which provide special services to other public elementary
and secondary education agencies. In most cases, student membership is not attributed to these agencies since the stu-
dents served by these agencies are accounted for by the sending district.

State-operated agenciesthose which operate elementary and secondary education programs (such as State schools
for the blind or deaf) and are included if reported by CCD Coordinators.

Federally operated agencies - -those which operate elementary and secondary education programs (such as the
Bureau of Indian Affairs) and are included if reported by CCD Coordinators.

Other agenciesthose which operate elementary and secondary education programs and are so designated by State
CCD Coordinators if no other type code is appropriate. In this report, these are grouped with Federally operated agen-
cies.
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Table 1.--Number and percentage of public elementary/secondary education agencies, by State and type of agency:
School year 1986-87

State Total
agencies

Regular school
districts including

supervisory
union components

Number Percent

Regional education
service agencies &
supervisory union

administrative centers

Number Percent

State-operated
agencies

Number Percent

Federally operated
and other agencies

Number Percent

United States 17,045 15,713 92.2 1,03 6.1 188 1.1 107 0.6
Reporting States 16,617 15,317 92.2 1,00 6.0 188 1.1 107 0.6

Alabama 133 130 97.7 0.0 0.0 3 2.3
Alaska 56 55 98.2 0.0 1.8 0 0.0
Arizona 242 218 90.1 1 6.2 0.0 9 3.7

Arkansas 353 333 94.3 1 4.8 0.9 0 0.0

California 1,161 1,087 93.6 6 5.8 0.5 1 0.1

Colorado 197 17' 89.9 1 9.6 0.5 0.0
Connecti:ut 175 165 94.3 3.4 2.3 0.0

Delaware 22 19 86.4 0.0 13.6 0.0
District of Columbia 1 1 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Florida 67 67 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Georgia 186 186 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hawaii 1 1 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Idaho 116 116 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Illinois 994 993 99.9 0.0 0.1 0.0
Indiana 333 305 91.6 2 7.2 0.9 1 0.3
Iowa 468 436 93.2 1 3.2 1 3.6 0 0.0

Kansas 304 304 100.0 0.0 0.0 0 0.0
Kentucky 256 178 69.5 0.0 7 29.7 2 0.8
Louisiana 89 66 74.2 1 15.7 6.7 3 3.4
Maine 294 282 95.9 1 4.1 0.0 0 0.0
Maryland 24 24 100.0 0.0 0.0 0 0.0
Massachusetts --- * --- - --

Michigan 626 565 90.3 57 9.1 4 0.6 0 0.0
Minnesota 506 436 86.2 70 13.8 0 0.0 0 0.0
Mississippi 169 154 91.1 15 8.9 0 0.0 0 0.0
Missouri 545 544 99.8 1 0.2 0 0.0 0 0.0
Montana 631 549 87.0 80 12.7 2 0.3 0 0.0
Nebraska 1,046 927 88.6 112 10.7 7 0.7 0 0.0
Nevada 17 17 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
New Hampshire 225 169 75.1 0 0.0 0 0.0 56 24.9 **

New Jersey 622 604 97.1 15 2.4 3 0.5 0 0.0
New Mexico 88 88 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
New York 77Q 728 94.6 42 5.5 0 0.0 0 0.0
North Carolina 150 140 93.3 8 5.3 2 1.3 0 0.0
North Dakota 363 310 85.4 41 11.3 6 1.7 6 1.7
Ohio 797 703 88.2 92 11.5 2 0.3 0 0.0
Oklahoma 657 613 93.3 20 3.0 0 0.0 24 3.7 **

Oregon 342 306 89.5 29 8.5 6 1.8 1 0.3
Pennsylvania 601 501 83.4 98 16.3 2 0.3 0 0.0
Rhode Island 41 40 97.6 0 0.0 1 2.4 0 0.0
South Carolina 94 92 97.9 0 0.0 2 2.1 0 0.0
South Dakota 207 193 93.2 14 6.8 0 0.0 0 0.0
Tennessee 142 142 100,0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Texas 1,112 1,067 96.0 21 1.9 23 2.1 0.1
Utah 47 40 85.1 6 12.8 1 2.1 0.0
Vermont 334 275 82.3 59 17.7 0 0.0 0.0
Virginia 151 138 91.4 11 7.3 2 1.3 0.0
Washington 297 297 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0
West Virginia 55 55 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0
Wisconsin 452 432 95.6 20 4.4 0 0.0 0.0
Wyoming 58 49 84.5 5 8.6 4 6.9 0.0

Outlying areas
American Samoa
Guam 1 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 100.0 0 0.0
Puerto Rico 1 1 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Trust Terr.-Pac. Is.
Virgin Islands
Nort:!ern Marianas

--Data not reported.
Source: Common Core of Data Education Agency Universe, 1986-87.
*Total number of agencies for Massachusetts, from 1985-86 CCD, is 428.
**All classified as "other."



Table 2.--Number of public elementary/secondary education agencies, of all types, having student membership,
and distribution of agencies by membership size: School year 1986-87

State

Agencies
having
student

membership
Merl

Distribution of agencies by student membership size

Standard 10th 25th Median 75th 90th
deviation percentile percentile percentile percentile

Maximum

Reporting States 15,306 2,545 11,875 77 262 803 2,213 5,042 938,606

Alabama 130 5,644 8,712 1,526 2,208 3,271 5,E82 9,252 68,612
Alaska 56 1,837 5,673 120 170 381 954 3,176 39,785
Arizona 214 2,848 6,944 43 152 752 2,194 6,818 55,968
Arkansas 332 1,293 2,391 230 361 632 1,291 2,892 30,625
California 1,156 3,998 18,670 82 279 970 3,589 9,729 589,099
Colorado 179 3,104 8,607 96 230 492 1,810 9,153 75,760
Connecticut 161 2,768 3,398 240 679 1,767 3,551 6,333 24,289

Delaware 22 4,460 4,472 485 1,018 3,172 6,198 13,105 16,097
District of Columbia 1 85,612 0 85,612 85,612 85,612 85,612 85,612 85,612
Florida 67 23,987 39,735 1,689 3,376 8,788 24,106 84,237 243,690

Georgia 186 5,857 10,441 989 1,614 2,780 4,935 r 383 72,557

Hawaii 1 164,336 0 164,336 164,336 164,336 164,336 164,336 164,336

Idaho 116 1,822 3,018 144 291 795 2,058 4,658 22,152
Illinois 986 1,836 13,884 151 330 701 1,483 3,095 431,298
Indiana 305 3,164 4,869 735 1,200 1,847 3,153 7,316 57,310

Iowa 451 1,069 2,293 206 313 533 910 1,818 30,643
Kansas 300 1,384 3,651 208 338 576 1,147 2 368 44,714
Kentucky 182 3,579 7,398 633 1,172 2,343 3,997 6,571 92,940
Louisiana 82 9,706 14,376 106 2,151 5,048 10,622 23,483 84,204
Maine 230 904 1,106 63 138 448 1,326 2,362 7,954
Maryland 24 28,155 34,460 3,592 5,011 11,896 27,498 98,879 111,243
Massachusetts --- --- --- - -- --- --- --- --- ---

Michigan 619 2,594 8,045 111 589 1,431 2,704 5,002 185,499
Minnesota 427 1,621 3,544 229 336 622 1,389 3,744 39,686
Mississippi 158 3,156 3,159 1,003 1,600 2,422 3,793 6,199 32,513
Missouri 545 1,469 3,501 94 251 547 1,291 3,046 48,209
Montana 548 280 808 9 26 83 221 543 11,059
Nebraska 892 299 1,804 6 11 28 191 450 41,638
Nevada 17 9,468 23,489 196 792 2,204 4,594 46,053 95,416
New Hampshire 158 974 1,587 54 159 430 1,203 2,163 13,377
New Jersey 585 1,893 3,420 179 387 978 2,241 4,215 52,937
New Mexico 88 3,204 8,877 147 351 801 3,292 8,139 79,919
New York 764 3,413 34,013 288 658 1,290 2,678 4,986 938,606
North Carolina 140 7,746 9,693 1,648 2,781 4,805 8,654 14,530 73,360
North Dakota 293 410 1,117 28 78 169 317 622 9,785
Ohio 664 2,756 5,203 689 1,009 1,632 2,807 5,037 73,253
Oklahoma 612 970 3,077 81 168 332 768 1,710 44,316
Oregon 97 1,498 3,986 43 108 381 1,359 3,772 51,657
Pennsylvania 598 2,727 8,053 495 1,071 1,863 2,885 4,718 190,119
Rhode Island 41 3,306 3,642 472 1,132 2,494 3,653 8,000 19,685
South Carolina 93 6,506 8,098 1,005 1,593 3,572 8,796 12,782 50,319
South Dakota 184 664 1,520 107 167 290 572 1,246 14,542
Tennessee 140 6,108 11,892 944 1,695 3,262 6,052 9,847 113,101
Texas 1,088 2,950 9,540 129 276 736 2,050 5,233 194,389
Utah 47 8,872 15,783 133 607 2,789 10,026 26,686 73,098
Vermont 244 374 491 48 98 200 466 902 3,715
Virginia 137 7,069 13,519 1,092 1,706 3,367 7,380 13,666 128,241
Washington 297 2,567 4,807 72 241 799 2,459 7,190 43,574
West Virginia 55 6,397 5,949 1,550 2,256 5,119 8,771 13,195 37,399
Wisconsin 431 1,781 4,896 306 501 877 1,656 3,096 90,657
Wyoming 53 1,914 2,733 129 386 1,034 2,287 4,070 13,316

Outlying areas
American Samoa --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---
Guam 1 25,291 0 25,291 25,291 25,291 25,291 25,291 25,291
Puerto Rico 1 674,669 0 674,669 674,669 674,669 674,669 674,669 674,669
Trust Terr.-Pac. Is. --- --- --- --- --- --- - --

Virgin Islands
Northern Marianas

---Data not reported.
Source: Common Core of Data Education Agency Universe, 1986-87.
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Table 3.--Distribution of regular elementary/secondary school districts,
by size of agency: School year 1986-87

Agencies Students

Size of agency Number Percent Number Percent

Total 15,713 100.0 38,743,330 100.0

25,000 or more 173 1.1 10,821,351 27.9
10,000 to 24,999 447 2.3 6,606,356 17.1
5,000 to 9,999 915 5.8 6,382,468 16.5
2,500 to 4,999 1,823 11.6 6,363,009 16.4
1,000 to 2,499 3,504 22.3 5,690,889 14.7
600 to 999 1,754 11.2 1,370,543 3.5
300 to 599 2,257 14.4 987,167 2.6
1 to 299 4,071 25.9 521,546 1.4
Size not reported 769 4.9 --- ---

---Data not reported.
Source: Common Core of Data Education Agency Universe, 1986-87.

Table 4.--Number of regular elementary/secondary school districts, by grade span and size of agency:
School year 1986-87

PK,K,1 PK,K,1 PK,K,1

Grade span

PK,K,1 Grades not
Size of agency Total to 6 to 8 to 9 to 12 7 to 12 9 to 12 Other reported

Total agencies
Number 15,713 488 3,118 24 10,664 93 493 365 468
Percent 100.0 3.1 19.8 0.2 67.9 0.6 3.1 2.3 3.0

25,000 or more 173 0 0 0 170 1 0 2 0
10,000 to 24,999 447 4 16 0 413 3 10 0 1

5,000 to 9,999 915 4 47 0 825 12 26 1 0
2,500 to 4,999 1,823 20 89 1 1,660 5 42 5 1

1,000 to 2,499 3,504 23 280 6 3,063 20 95 16 1

600 to 999 1,754 21 214 5 1,414 15 61 23 1

300 to 599 2,257 49 423 8 1,676 14 58 28 1

1 to 299 4,071 361 1,977 4 1,415 22 196 95 1

Size not 'ported 769 6 72 0 28 1 5 195 462

Source: Common Core of Data Education Agency Universe, 1986-87.



Table 5.--Number of regular elementary/secondary school districts, by State and grade span:
School year 1986-87

State

United States

Total
agencies

15,713

PK,K,1 PK,K,1
to 6 to 8

---

PK,K,1 PK,K,1

to 9 to 12

--- ---

Grade span

Grades not
7 to 12 9 to 12 Other reported

Reporting States 15,317 488 r,118 24 10,664 93 49 365 72

Alabama 130 0 1 0 128 0 0
Alaska 55 0 0 0 54 0 1 0
Arizona 218 10 106 4 80 1 1 1

Arkansas 333 0 0 0 332 0 0 1

California 1,087 78 566 0 273 19 9 59
Colorado 177 1 1 0 175 0 0
Connecticut 165 15 30 1 110 5 2
Delaware 19 0 0 0 15 1 0
District of Columbia 1 0 0 0 1 0
Florida 67 0 0 0 67 0
Georgia 186 1 1 0 178 6
Hawaii 1 0 0 0 1 0
Idaho 116 1 7 1 106
Illinois 993 3 425 0 441 12
Indiana 305 0 8 0 296
Iowa 436 2 2 0 432
Kansas 304 0 0 1 513
Kentucky 178 0 0 0 178
Louisiana 66 0 0 0 66
Maine 282 15 92 1 112 1 5
Maryland 24 0 0 0 24 0
Massachusetts --- --- _.- ...

Michigan 565 12 26 0 525 0 2
Minnesota 436 11 4 1 409 5 4
Mississippi 154 0 0 1 153 0 0
Missouri 544 1 90 0 448 0 2

Montana 549 0 383 0 0 0 16 3

Nebraska 927 46 573 0 281 1 4
Nevada 17 0 0 0 0 0 17
New Hampshire 169 27 52 1 69 1 18
New Jersey 604 65 228 1 211 17 4 41
New Mexico 88 0 0 1 87 0 0
New York 728 0 19 0 706 3 0
North Carolina 140 0 0 0 140 0 0
North Dakota 310 17 34 0 215 37
Ohio 703 0 2 0 614 0 87
Oklahoma 613 12 141 2 453 0 5
Oregon 306 19 103 0 154 2 2 5
Pennsylvania 501 0 0 0 501 0 0
Rhode Island 40 3 3 0 30 3
South Carolina 92 0 0 0 92 0
South Dakota 193 6 5 1 174 0
Tennessee 142 5 9 122 1

Texas 1,067 21 57 974 11
Utah 40 0 40
Vermont 275 9 76 36 1 4
Virginia 138 0 138
Washington 297 2 25 244
West Virginia 55 0 55
Wisconsin 432 47 V4
Wyoming 49 2 47 0

Outlying areas
American Samoa
Guam

--5Puerto Rico 1 0 0 0 1 0
Trust Terr.-Pac. Is.
Virgin Islands
Northern Marianas

---Data not reported.
Source: Common Core of Data Education Agency Universe, 1986-87.
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Table 6.--Number of regular elementary/secondary school districts, by size of agency and State:
School year 1986-87

Size of agency

25,000 10,000 5,000 2,500 1,000 600 300 Size
State Total or to to to to to to 1 to not

agencies more 24,999 9,999 4,999 2,499 999 599 299 reported

United States 15,713 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- - --

Reporting States 15,317 173 447 915 1,823 3,504 1,754 2,257 4,071 373

Alabama 130 5 6 29 46 40 2 1 1 0

Alaska 55 1 1 2 2 8 4 16 21 0

Arizona 218 3 13 13 18 45 23 20 69 14

Arkansas 333 1 2 10 24 67 70 96 59 4

California 1,087 20 83 107 121 193 97 161 300 5

Colorado 177 5 10 5 13 35 16 38 55 0

Connecticut 165 0 5 18 40 48 13 14 21 6
Delaware 19 0 3 4 6 4 1 1 0 0
District of Columbia 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Florida 67 16 14 12 14 10 1 0 0 0
Georgia 186 9 13 23 58 65 8 8 2 0
Hawaii 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Idaho 116 0 3 6 12 29 17 19 30 0
Illinois 993 3 12 35 78 244 181 212 220 8
Indiana 305 3 12 27 61 152 30 13 6 1

Iowa 436 1 5 8 18 71 97 146 90 0
Kansas 304 2 3 8 15 57 56 99 60 4

Kentucky 178 2 4 22 52 63 20 10 5 0
Louisiana 66 7 14 20 18 7 0 0 0 0
Maine 282 0 0 2 18 56 23 38 92 53
Maryland 24 7 8 3 5 1 0 0 0 0
Massachusetts --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

Michigan 565 3 18 41 103 229 66 45 58 2

Minnesota 436 3 6 15 39 85 75 115 89 9
Mississippi 154 1 3 17 53 70 6 3 1 0
Missouri 544 2 11 16 37 106 86 121 165 0
Montana 549 0 1 3 5 23 17 57 440 3

Nebraska 927 2 1 3 10 20 24 84 742 41

Nevada 17 2 0 1 5 4 2 0 3 0

New Hampshire 169 0 2 0 12 37 16 23 68 11

New Jersey 604 2 11 30 76 169 72 i07 108 29
New Mexico 88 1 3 9 14 12 14 16 19 0
New York 728 3 9 62 141 263 96 81 68 5
North Carolina 140 5 26 34 47 24 3 1 0 0
North Dakota 310 0 0 4 5 5 17 45 206 28
Ohio 703 6 10 51 137 291 93 23 4 88
Oklahoma 613 2 7 9 20 74 74 152 274 1

Oregon 306 2 3 15 22 47 27 45 134 11

Pennsylvania 501 2 4 49 152 247 35 8 1 3
Rhode Island 40 0 2- g

12 12 4 4 1 0
South Carolina 92 4 15 19 19 27 5 2 0 1

South Dakota 193 0 2 0 8 14 18 48 94 9
Tennessee 142 5 8 33 43 37 8 5 1 2
Texas 1,067 23 41 51 117 21'6 154 192 274 0
Utah 40 4 8 5 7 9 3 2 2 0
Vermont 275 0 0 0 2 16 25 46 155 31
Virginia 138 9 9 30 33 43 7 3 1 3
Washington 297 3 18 23 29 62 35 42 85 0
West Virginia 55 1 9 19 11 15 0 0 0 0
Wisconsin 432 1 7 15 38 137 105 87 41 1

Wyoming 49 0 2 2 7 16 8 8 6 0

Outlying areas
American Samoa
Guam
Puerto Rico 1 1

Trust Terr.-Pac. Is.
Virgin Islands
Northern Marianas

---Data not reported.
Source: Common Core of Data Education Agency Universe, 1986-87.


